Hispanic Business, Trade, and Culture Commission Meeting
Friday, November 30, 2007

Conference Call 

1:15 p.m.-3 p.m.
Members in Attendance: Chairman Representative Tim Flook, Marta Burgin, Crista Hogan, Claudio Korinko, Miguel Meneses, Pedro Pantoja and Jeanette Hernandez Prenger

Members Absent:  Daniel Alvarez, Al Gonzalez, Lillian Hurst, Ramiro Icaza, Jalesia McQueen and Heraclio A Perez 
Guests in Attendance:  Mark Wine, Missouri Department of Economic Development; and Krista Zurkamer, Missouri Department of Economic Development

Chairman Representative Tim Flook called the HBTCC November 30, 2007 Conference Call meeting to order at 1:24 p.m.  

All commission members, supporting staff and guests made introductions that were on the conference call line.

The minutes from the September 7, 2007 meeting were introduced and reviewed.  With no changes or corrections Crista Hogan made the motion to approve the minutes.  Pedro Pantoja seconded the motion to accept the September 7, 2007 minutes.  All approved, motion carried unanimously.  

Chairman Representative Tim Flook opened the meeting to discussion on the 2007 DRAFT Annual Report.  The Commission proceeded to edit page by page of the Report.  
Cover Sheet

Discussion began with the cover sheet of the Report.  The Commission was in agreement to delete the Mexican border photo and the photos of children.  Also suggested for the cover page was the addition of flags:  US, MO and Latino countries.  

Page Four

Under the text Growth in the Hispanic Population in the US since 2000 delete the year 2010 and replace with the year 2006 with the population at the time.  Also, this information needs a source sited.  

Page Five

The Commission discussed adding text to reflect the growing population of Hispanics in the southwest and north central parts of Missouri due to the industries of tourism, meat packing and poultry.  

Page Six

In the middle of the page second line there is a typo of –ed off by itself needing to be deleted.  In the Hispanic-Owned Businesses Percent of Firms by Industry, 2002 chart the Commission suggested listing the sales and receipts by order of highest to lowest.  
Page Seven

In the first paragraph the Cambio Center and Guadalupe Center need to be added with a brief description of services offered to the state.  The second bullet from the bottom of the page, Krista Zurkamer suggested that the current text be deleted and replaced with “DESE will promote English language classes for Hispanic Children, adults and business owners legally residing in Missouri.  They will explore opportunities to determine if any incentive programs at DED can assist these endeavors.  Other funding or grants should be considered for continuing an enhanced support of adult English language classes”.  The last bullet of the page, all the reference to the Full Employment Council be deleted and be referenced to the state resulting in a savings as much as 10%.  

Page Eight

At the bottom of the page the acronyms NAFTA and CAFTA need to be foot noted.  Also CAFTA needs to be CAFTA-DR.  

Page Nine

In the Missouri Exports to Mexico by Industry chart the Commission suggested listing the industries by order of highest to lowest in export sales.  
Page Eleven

The first bullet at the top of the page, recent needs to be added to the sentence before the word decrease.  In the second bullet at the top of the page, the year 2006 needs to be added to the sentence also referencing the actual number of workshops conducted by the Department.  

Page Twelve

The Commission pointed out some minor grammatical errors on page twelve with the notation of ¶ instead of ¼.  Also there were some Hispanics apostrophized that didn’t need to be.  Under the section Missouri Hispanic Culture, “this has been the case in Missouri as well” needs to be added at the end of the first sentence and the beginning paragraph.  
Page Thirteen

In the Red Latina statistics there were a few ties that need to be reflected. The Commission also discussed some additions to the Promoting Hispanic Culture Events and Diversity section:  recommend legislative, executive, and judicial branches participate in “Hispanic Day” at the capitol and state recognition of Hispanic Heritage month September 15-October 15 of each year.  In the same section second bullet, history and needs to be replaced with historic.  

The commission also discussed the possibility of a new section being added to the Report entitled 2008 Commission Outlook.  Possibly for next year the Commission may want to consider the addition of Sub-Committees to further investigate areas of interest.  Chairman Representative Flook encouraged everyone to think about what this section would entail and email their thoughts to Ms. Zurkamer.  
The Commission discussed having a final conference call meeting to finalize the Report for print.  The date December 7, 2007 was suggested.  Information would be sent out to Commission members on time and connector number.  

With no further business Chairman Representative Tim Flook adjourned the meeting at 
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